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DOWNHAM MARKET FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD TUESDAY 27th  FEBRUARY, 2018 AT 7.00PM 

 

 Present   The Mayor    Cllr F E Daymond  

    Chairman    Cllr Mrs Y A Thompson 

     Councillors    A Pickering  

          A D Stacey 

     Town Clerk    Mrs J M Markwell 

             

Those in attendance at the meeting were notified of the emergency evacuation procedure from 

the Town Council offices. 

Members were asked to ensure that their mobile telephones were either switched to silent mode 

or turned off. 

 

1341. To receive Members’ Apologies for Absence 

 

Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs’ R L Hayes (holiday), R A C Hepworth 

(work commitment), D Lawson (work commitment), J Lofthouse (business) and C Pyatt 

(holiday) 

 

The apologies were accepted. 

 

1342. To receive Members’ Declarations of Interest     

 

There were no declarations of interest 

 

Public Participation – 15 minutes allowed 

 

There were no members of the public attending this meeting. 

 

1343. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 23rd January 2018  

 

Proposed – Cllr Mrs Thompson  Seconded – Cllr Pickering 

 

‘That the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 23rd January 2018 (pages 5952-5954), 

are approved’ 

 

All in favour 

 

1344. To receive the Clerk’s Report  

 

The Neighbourhood Plan (NP) is now progressing and Planning Direct have been asked to 

attend their next meeting to advise how they can help and support developing a NP. 

It is anticipated that funds would be needed soon to secure the services of consultants in order 

that the NP could move forward. 

It was agreed that Finance and General Purposes Committee would request that Full Council 

authorise funding for the Neighbourhood Plan. 

1345. To receive Councillors’ questions 

 

 There were no Councillor questions 
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1346. To receive and consider correspondence  

 

The correspondence had been circulated by email.   

 

1347. To approve the Payment of Bills 

  

 A list of bills from Town Council had been circulated (Appendix 1).    

  

 Proposed – Cllr Daymond    Seconded – Cllr Stacey 

 

‘That the Finance Committee bills be paid as per the attached schedule’. 

  

All in favour 

 

1348. To receive and consider financial reports   

 

a. To discuss month 9 financial report 

 

The Clerk went through month 9 financial report in detail, highlighting any items which were 

showing as ‘over budget’ and giving explanations. 

 

1349.  To discuss Leases and Rent Reviews 

 

  This would be discussed under confidentiality at the end of the meeting. 

 

1350. To discuss software upgrade for the Councils laptop 

  

When the upgrade of the computers was undertaken the laptop was not included.  There is now 

a need for it to be brought in line with the office computers, so staff can use it when needed. 

 

Proposed Cllr Daymond   Seconded – Cllr Stacey 

 

‘That the office laptop is upgraded’ 

 

All in favour 

 

1351. To receive grants/donations application 

 

a. Downham Amateur Dramatics Society (DADS) 

Members had received an application for DADS for a grant of £3500.  It was agreed 

that further discussions would be needed before a decision could be made. 

  

1352. To receive report from the Standing Orders Working Party 

 

The amended Standing Orders had been approved at the last Full Council meeting and would 

now be produced in booklet form.  Annexe E is on the table for discussion at the next Full Council 

meeting in March.  

 

It should be noted that the following Cllrs have already asked to be on the new Standing Orders 

Working Party – Cllrs’ Hayes, Hepworth, Pegg and Pickering.  This would be agreed in May 

when all sub-committees and working parties are rescinded and reformed. 
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1353. To discuss confidential items under: 

 

Proposed – Cllr Mrs Thompson   Seconded – Pickering 

 

‘That Standing Order 6a, that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be 

transacted, it is advisable in the public interest, that the public and/or the press be 

temporarily excluded, and they are instructed to withdraw’ 

 

All in favour 

 

a. Council owned properties – it was recommended that this should be placed on the Full 

Council agenda on the 13th March 2018. 

 

Proposed – Cllr Thompson   Seconded – Cllr Pickering 

 

‘That this committee recommends to Full Council the sale of a small parcel of land 

to a third party’ 

 

All in favour 

 

b. Funding for legal advice 

It was agreed that a sum of up to £1000 be agreed to cover consultancy fees for Human 

Resources. 

 

Proposed – Cllr Thompson   Seconded – Cllr Pickering 

 

‘That a sum of up to £1000 be made available for Human Resources professional 

fees’ 

 

All in favour 

 

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.30pm 

  

  

 Chairman     Dated 


