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 DOWNHAM MARKET PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE 

 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD TUESDAY 06th FEBRUARY 2018 AT 7.00PM 

 

Present:      The Mayor         Cllr F E Daymond 

The Deputy Mayor       Cllr Mrs Y A Thompson 

The Chairman        J K Fox 

Councillors        J Groom 

     R A C Hepworth 

     B Hobbs 

     R Horne 

     M D Starreveld 

     R Turner 

          Deputy Town Clerk           Mr R A Davidson 

     

Those in attendance at the meeting were notified of the emergency evacuation procedure from the Town 

Council Offices. 
 

Members were reminded that they should have their mobile telephones turned off or switched onto 

silent mode. 

 

2070. To receive Members’ apologies for absence 

 

Apologies were received from Cllrs’ D Lawson (alternative meeting) and J Reed (ill health). The 

apologies were accepted.  

 

2071. To receive Members’ declarations of interest 

 

There were no such declarations. 

 

2072.  To approve the minutes of the meetings held on Tuesday 02nd January (pages 5930 – 5934) and 

Wednesday 17th January 2018 

 

 Proposed – Cllr Starreveld                  Seconded –  Cllr Hobbs 

 

           ‘That the minutes of the meetings held on Tuesday 02nd January (pages 5930 – 5934) and 

Wednesday 17th January 2018 be approved and signed as a true and accurate record.’  

 

All in favour 

 

  Public Participation 

 

There were no members of the public in attendance and the Chairman established no councillor wished 

to address the committee in such a capacity; accordingly, the meeting progressed to the next item.  

 

2073. To receive the Clerk’s Report 

 

 The Deputy Clerk advised that in accordance with the direction given at the Extraordinary Full Council 

meeting held on 31st January this would be the last Clerk’s Report in this format unless there is a 

specific item to bring to councillors’ attention. Similarly, this would apply to the ‘To receive 

Correspondence’ and ‘Any urgent items notified to and agreed by the Chairman prior to the meeting’ 

topics with all such items being removed from future agendas.  
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 The Deputy Clerk warned of the reputational damage that the Council could suffer where late 

notifications, usually but not exclusively amended applications, would no longer have a window of 

opportunity and accordingly the Council could lose the right to make representations.  

 

 The Chairman Cllr Fox advised he intended to raise this matter at item 2077. 

 

  2074. To receive Councillors’ Questions 

 

Cllr Starreveld: 

Q.  Clearly there is a conflict between Standing Orders and previous practice regarding adding late 

applications to a meeting, but as the Town Council is only a consultee, it is only making a 

recommendation not a decision. 

A.  This was an expressed view and did not necessitate an answer.  

 

 

Cllr Horne: 

Q.  I understand appeals have been submitted in respect of Nightingale Lane and Prince Henry Place 

applications. What is the procedure for making representations? 

A. The Town Council has been advised of an appeal only in respect of the Nightingale Lane 

application. Procedures for making representations were explained.  

 

Cllr Groom: 

Q.   When is The Paddocks grit bin going to be filled? 

A.   This has been already reported to Highways, but grit bins are likely to have already been re-filled 

this winter.  

 

Deputy Mayor Cllr Mrs Thompson: 

Q.    Is there a procedure for complaining about inappropriate Highways gritting? 

A.  The Deputy Mayor was advised to progress the matter with County Cllr A White. 

 

Cllr Hobbs: 

Q.    I would like to see a Clerk’s Report reinstated, as I find it very helpful. 

A. This is a matter for councillors to decide upon, perhaps it could be raised at the next Full Council 

meeting. 

 

Cllr Horne: 

Q.    I am seeking guidance as to attendance at conflicting meeting dates and times. 

A.    Such guidance was provided. 

 

Cllr Starreveld: 

Q.    I would wish to endorse Cllr Hobbs question. 

A.    This was answered as per the similarly asked question. 

 

 2075.  To approve the payment of bills of the Planning & Environment Committee 

 

A list of bills had been circulated (Appendix 1) 

 

Proposed – Cllr Groom  Seconded – The Deputy Mayor Cllr Mrs Thompson 

 

‘That the bills be paid as per the attached schedule.’ 

 

 All in favour 
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2076.  To receive Correspondence 
 

 A list of correspondence was circulated (Appendix 2). 

 

2077. To discuss applications received from the Borough Planning Department/Norfolk County Council 

 

 Applications Refused 
 

Ref No  Location Details Expiry Date Linked Apps 

18/00089/F 29 Maple Road Proposed New Garage 08/02/2018  

Members recommended refusal amidst concerns the proposed garage does not meet the adopted standard 

of 3m x 7m as recommended by NCC Highways. 
 

 Proposed – Cllr Starreveld   Seconded – Cllr Groom 
 

 ‘That this application be recommended refusal.’ 
 

 For 7 Against 1 Abstention 1   

 

  

The Chairman Cllr Fox introduced the topic of introducing late planning applications notifications onto 

the agenda (Appendix 3); explaining he believed this to be a suitable juncture to discuss the matter.  

 

Following discussion, members agreed the below resolution to be taken to the Full Council meeting to 

be held on 13th February 2018. 

 

 Proposed – Cllr Fox  Seconded – Cllr Groom 

 

 ‘Resolution: 

 

In the event of planning applications being received from the Borough Council of King’s Lynn and 

West Norfolk or Norfolk County Council by the Town Council Office after the Planning and 

Environmental Committee Agenda has been issued these applications should be circulated to all 

Councillors and then may be considered as part of the Agenda’ 

 

 All in favour 

 

2078.  To note application decisions made by the Borough Planning Department/Norfolk County Council 

 
Ref No Location Details TC Recommendation BC/NCC Notice 

 None received. 

 

2079.  To note appeals made to the Secretary of State 

 
Ref No Applicant Location Details Deadline Date 

APP/V2635/W/17/ 

3179838 

The Grosvenor 

Partnership 3LLP 

Land at Nightingale Lane Outline Application: 

Up to 300 dwellings and 

associated infrastructure 
and access 

28/02/2018 

Noting the appeal, following discussion members chose not to make any further comment due to the 

previously submitted extremely detailed response. 

 

  2080.  To note appeal decisions received from the Planning Inspectorate 

 
Ref No Applicant Location Details 

          None received. 
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2081. To discuss applications to be considered at the forthcoming Planning Committee meeting 

 
   

Ref No Applicant Location Details Meeting Date 

 None received. 

 

2082.   To note applications considered at the previous Borough Council Planning Committee meeting 

 
Ref No Applicant Location Details Meeting Date 

 None received.  

 

2083.   To receive report from Downham In Bloom Sub Committee 

 

 The Mayor Cllr Daymond advised there was currently nothing to report. 

 

2084.  To discuss and agree maintenance arrangements of the Memorial Garden and Stonecross War 

Memorial 

 

         The Chairman of the Memorial Garden and Stonecross War Memorial Working Party Cllr Fox gave a 

report (Appendix 4) outlining the criteria and works schedule that had been prepared for the quotations.  

 

 Before members discussed the received quotations, the meeting moved to confidentiality.  

 

Proposed –  Cllr Fox  Seconded – Cllr Groom 

 

‘To invoke Standing Order 6a, that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be 

transacted, it is advisable in the public interest, that the public and/or the press be temporarily 

excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.’ 

 

All in favour 

 

Members reviewed the quotations. 

 

The meeting came out of confidentiality. 

 

Proposed – The Deputy Mayor Cllr Mrs Thompson  Seconded – Cllr Turner 

 

‘That this Committee accepts the Holly Landscapes quotation for each one-year contract’ 

 

For 8    Abstention 1 

 

2085.  To consider BCKLWN Local Plan Review 2016 – 2036 and sites offered within Downham Market 

 

 Members were reminded to consider volunteering to serve on a sub-committee to progress this, as and 

when formulated.   

 

 Cllr Hobbs contended this very much needed to feed into the Neighbourhood Plan Sub-Committee. 

  

2086.   To receive update on Planning Scheme of Delegation  

 

The Chairman Cllr Fox advised members that following Borough Council Cabinet recommendation the 

Planning Scheme of Delegation had been adopted at the Borough Council of King’s Lynn & West 

Norfolk meeting held on 25th January 2018.  
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2087.  To receive details of BCKLWN Planning Dept. training to be held on either 5th or 6th March 2018 

 

The Chairman Cllr Fox outlined the training available which is limited to two attendees per parish. He 

advocated that due to a clash of dates with the next full Planning & Environmental Committee meeting 

he would prefer if nominees attended the 5th March training. 

 

It was agreed Cllrs’ Hobbs and Horne should attend with the Deputy Mayor Cllr Mrs Thompson named 

as a reserve.  

 

2088.   To discuss NCC Highway & Community Ranger tasks 

 

Members were advised of the next quarterly visit by the NCC Highway & Community Ranger team. 

Unfortunately, the office is not in receipt of any tasks other than those identified by staff and, moving 

forward, this could jeopardise the regularity of the schedule. 

 

Members identified the following tasks: 

• A series of pot holes adjacent to the kerb edge in St Winnold’s Close 

• Overhanging trees/hedge-line the airfield end of Bridle Lane (Public bridleway) 

 

It was suggested that the ‘Next Door’ online forum may be a suitable place to seek tasks. 

 

It was agreed this topic should become a regular agenda item to prompt such issues.  

 

2089.  To receive details of NCC (Downham Market, Various Roads) (20 MPH Speed Limit Zone) (No 3 

Area) Order 2018 

 

          Members noted the Order. 

 

2090.  To receive update on Howdale Road wall collapse 

 

          Land Registry research had not identified the owner of the affected site.  

 

          The Chairman Cllr Fox undertook to make local enquiries with the original owners of the land.  

 

2091.  To discuss Environment matters 

 

Cllr Fox advised members that in respect of the meeting with Ms Truss MP held on 05th January 2018 at 

which the topic of town centre dilapidated buildings had been discussed; as yet, no reply had been 

received. The Deputy Clerk was asked to further contact the Borough Council Regeneration Officer 

Ostap Paparega.  

 

Cllr Fox reported that work had started on clearing the Town’s public rights of way using the County 

Councillors’ Special Highways Projects budget.  

 

2092.  To receive and consider Financial Report 2017/18 ‘actuals against budget’ 
 

 The Deputy Clerk gave a report of Month 8 accounts (Appendix 5).  

 

         2093.  Any urgent items notified to and agreed by the Chairman prior to the meeting 
 

There were no such agreed items. 
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 The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.50pm. 

 

 

 

  Chairman      Dated 


