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DOWNHAM MARKET FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD TUESDAY 28th AUGUST 2018 AT 7.00PM 

 

 Present   The Mayor    Cllr D J Sharman 

    Deputy Mayor    Cllr J W Doyle 

    Chairman     R L Hayes 

     Councillors    R Hepworth 

          A Pickering 

          C Pyatt 

          A D Stacey 

 

     Non Committee Member  Cllr F E Daymond 

     Town Clerk    Mrs J M Markwell 

             

Those in attendance at the meeting were notified of the emergency evacuation procedure from 

the Town Council offices. 

Members were asked to ensure that their mobile telephones were either switched to silent mode 

or turned off. 

 

 1418.  To receive Members’ Apologies for Absence 

 

Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs’ D Lawson (work) and Cllr Mrs Y A 

Thompson (holiday) 

 

The apologies were accepted. 

 

 1419.  To receive Members’ Declarations of Interest     

 

The Mayor, Cllr Sharman declared an interest in item 1424, Payment of Bills. 

 

Public Participation – 15 minutes allowed 

 

There were no members of the public attending this meeting; accordingly, the Chairman Cllr 

Hayes moved on to the next agenda item.  

 
 

1420. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 24th July 2018  

 

 Proposed – Cllr Pickering  Seconded – Cllr Stacey 

 

‘That the minutes for the meeting held on Tuesday 24th July 2018 (pages 6151-6153) be 

approved’ 

 

 For – 6   Abstention - 1 

 

1421. To receive the Clerk’s Report  

 

The Clerk advised members that Mr T Hepworth had spent many weeks volunteering in the 

office to bring the digital mapping system up to date.  It was suggested that he be given an 

honorarium to thank him for all his time and work which has been greatly appreciated. 

Cllr Mrs Hepworth declared an interest. 

All members agreed that an honorarium of £500 should be give to Mr T Hepworth and this 

would be paid from the staff salary budget line. 
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1422. To receive Councillors’ questions 

 

There were no Cllr questions 

 

1423. To receive and consider correspondence  

 

The correspondence had been circulated by email.   

Cllr Pickering advised that he would be attending training for Responsible Financial Officers. 

 

1424. To approve the Payment of Bills 

  

 A list of bills from Town Council had been circulated (Appendix 1).  

 

 The Mayor, Cllr Sharman declared an interest in this item. 

    

 Proposed – Cllr Pickering  Seconded – Cllr Stacey 

 

‘That the Finance and General Purposes Committee bills be paid as per the attached 

schedule’. 

  

For - 6      Declared Interest - 1 

 

 1425. To receive and consider Financial Reports 

 

a. To discuss Month 4 and review explanation of variances 

 

The Clerk went through Month 4 financial report in detail, highlighting any items which were 

showing as ‘over budget’ and giving explanations. 

 

b. To receive report from Responsible Financial Officer (Cllr A Pickering) 

 

Cllr Pickering advised members that he would be having meetings with the Chairs of the Standing 

Committees regarding budget setting for 2019/2020. 

 

1426.  To discuss Leases and Rent Reviews 

 

a. Norfolk County Council – Registry Office 

A draft Tenancy Agreement had been received but it was too detailed and was felt it would 

not be acceptable to Norfolk County Council.  Discussions would be held with Tawn Landles 

to see if a simpler form of agreement could be found. 

 

b. MIND – Rent Review 

The Clerk and Cllr Pickering had had a meeting with the CEO (Mr E West-Burham) of WN 

MIND and there had been a discussion of the future rent for Cousins Court.  Mr West-

Burnham had advised that there was to be a board meeting at the beginning of October where 

discussions would be held on the revised rent for the building.  The Clerk would forward the 

details of the rent being asked for.  There also was a sub-lease for part of the building and 

this would need to be amended as there was now a new tenant in place. 
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 1427. To receive reports from: 

 

a. Standing Orders Working Party 

  

Cllr Hayes advised that she had not called a meeting due to the school holidays but would be 

calling one soon. 

 

b. Management Arrangements  

 

There was no report. 

 

 1428. To discuss confidential items under: 

 

Standing Order 3D, that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, 

it is advisable in the public interest, that the public and/or the press be temporarily excluded, 

and they are instructed to withdraw. 

 

a. Council owned properties 

 

Proposed - Cllr Hayes   Seconded – Cllr Pickering 

 

‘That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is 

advisable in the public interest, that the public and/or the press be temporarily excluded, 

and they are instructed to withdraw’ 

 

All agreed. 

 

  The meeting entered confidentiality for discussion. 

 

  The meeting came out of confidentiality. 

 

  Proposed – Cllr Pickering   Seconded – Cllr Pyatt 

 

  ‘That the offer received to purchase the land to the rear of the Morrisons store is rejected’ 

 

   All in favour 

 

  Proposed – Cllr Pickering   Seconded – Cllr Stacey 

 

‘That it is accepted in principle that rent payable by Morrisons for the piece of land 

adjacent to the store and the licence for the trolley bays be regranted on the understanding 

that the increase/reduction is in line with the percentage increase/reduction in the food 

store rent and subject to an annual uplift in CPI’ 

 

All in favour 

  

 

  The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.06pm 

  

  

    Chairman     Dated 


