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DOWNHAM MARKET TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

   MINUTES OF MEETING HELD  

TUESDAY 12th MARCH 2019 AT 7:00PM 

 

 Present: The Mayor    Cllr D J Sharman 

   Deputy Mayor    Cllr J W Doyle  

   Councillors                                         F E Daymond 

J K Fox   

        E Hendry 

        R A C Hepworth 

R Horne 

D Lawson 

E Lightfoot 

A Pickering 

C Pyatt 

        A D Stacey 

        R Turner 

     J L Woodmin   

County Cllr    A White 

Deputy Clerk    Mr R A Davidson 

   Senior Administrator   Ms C Y Dornan 

    

   Police representative   Pc 1070 Anderton 

          

Those in attendance at the meeting were notified of the emergency evacuation procedure from the 

Town Council offices. Those in attendance at the meeting were notified that mobile telephones should 

be turned off or switched to silent mode for the duration of the meeting.  

 

3788. To receive Members’ Apologies for Absence 

 

Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs J Groom (family ill-health), R Hayes (family), B 

Hobbs (business), R Pegg (ill-health) and J Reed (ill-health), together with those of Borough 

Councillor J Westrop. The apologies were accepted.  

 

3789.   To receive Members’ Declarations of Interest 

 

There were no such declarations.  

 

3790.  To approve the minutes of the Full Council meeting on Tuesday 12th February 2019 (pages 6353 – 

6359) 

 

 The minutes of the Full Council meeting on Tuesday 12th February 2019 (pages 6353 – 6359) were 

accepted as a true and accurate record.  

 

 Adjourn meeting for public participation and reports 

 

The Mayor, Cllr Sharman, adjourned the meeting. 

 

Police report 

 

 Pc 1070 Anderton gave an informative report:  

 

 



 

 
Page 6389 (19) 

 

• Acknowledging the town centre was suffering higher levels of anti-social behaviour and graffiti 

than usual 

• Ongoing measures (non-disclosed) taking place to tackle this problem 

• Problem not exclusive to Downham Market; Watlington and Wiggenhall similarly affected 

• Latest crime figures shortly to be released 

• Single biggest issue is fear of crime rather than actual crime levels 

 

Pc Anderton then answered a series of councillor questions surrounding recent house burglaries/knife 

crime/County Lines (drug related) activities/youth behaviour on the railway network/liaison with 

schools/fear of crime/special constable recruitment/lost and found property, and the loss of the 

supposed police station opening hours on a Thursday.  

 

County Councillor report and questions 
 

Although in attendance County Cllr White had no specific report other than make an impassioned 

demand that the 2 hour public opening of the police station on a weekly basis be maintained.  

 

Borough Councillors report and questions 

 

The Deputy Clerk, at the request of and in Borough Councillor Westrop’s absence, gave her report 

advising members of: 

i)    Plastics recycling working party recommendations have been accepted and awaiting cascading 

ii) Councillors have received a briefing on land maintenance responsibilities and a list compiled 

which will be sent to the clerk 

iii) Grass cutting regime is due to be discussed in April 

iv) Due to an unexpected Borough Councillor Ward vacancy in Downham Market the selection 

process for the Conservative candidacy has reopened.  

 

 Public Participation 
 

There were no members of the public present and no members wished to address the committee in 

such a capacity. 

Accordingly, the Mayor resumed the meeting. 

 

 3791.   To receive Councillors’ Questions 

 

 There were no such questions. 

 

3792.   To adopt the Standing Committee Minutes of: 

 

Community Development Committee  

 

Proposed – Cllr Pickering    Seconded – Cllr Woodmin 

 

‘Community Development Committee meeting of Wednesday 06th February 2019 (pages 6347 – 

6350) - as approved be adopted’  

 

All in favour 
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Finance & General Purposes Committee 

 

Proposed – Cllr Pickering    Seconded – Cllr Hendry 

 

‘Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting of Tuesday 29th January 2019 (pages 6335 – 

6339) - as approved be adopted’ 

 

All in favour 

 
 

Planning & Environmental Committee 

 

Proposed – Cllr Fox     Seconded – Cllr Horne 

 

‘Planning & Environmental Committee meeting of Tuesday 05th February 2019 (pages 6343 – 

6346) - as approved be adopted’  

 

All in favour 

 
 

Property Committee 

 

Proposed – Cllr Pyatt     Seconded – Cllr Daymond 

 

‘Property Committee meeting of Tuesday 22nd January 2019 (pages 6330 – 6332) – as approved 

be adopted’ 

 

All in favour 

 
 

Town Hall Committee 

 

Proposed – The Mayor, Cllr Sharman  Seconded – Cllr Turner 

 

‘Town Hall Committee meeting of Wednesday 30th January 2019 (pages 6340 – 6342) – as 

approved be adopted’ 

 

All in favour 

 

Car Park Management Strategy 

 

Proposed – Cllr Lawson    Seconded – The Deputy Mayor Cllr Doyle 

 

‘Car Park Management Strategy Committee meeting of Monday 12th November 2018 (pages 

6261 – 6263) – as approved be adopted’ 

 

All in favour 

   

3793.   Payment of Bills 

 

A list of bills had been circulated (Appendix 1) 

 

Proposed – The Mayor Cllr Sharman  Seconded – Cllr Lawson 
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 ‘That the bills be paid as per the attached schedule.’ 

 

  All in favour 

 

 3794.  Clerk’s Report  

 

 The Deputy Clerk raised the following matters for members’ consideration: 

 

i) Annual Town Meeting – as the result of a request for clarification, advice had been sought from 

the Norfolk Association of Local Councils (NALC) regarding holding the Annual Parish meeting 

during the period of Purdah. Whilst it is noted the meeting is not a Council meeting, the Council is 

obliged during this period to take extra care when considering their publishing obligations, ‘Taking 

care means that a platform must not be given to the achievements of the existing council and neither 

should the council do anything which helps to promote or endorse individual candidates. This 

applies to all councils, regardless of whether their candidates are independent, or party affiliated’. 

Recognising that the meeting takes the format of giving reports on the work and performance of 

each committee; members agreed the safest option would be to defer the meeting until after the 

election.  

 

As a result of very restricted opportunity, the date of Monday 20th May 2019 was agreed. 

 

         ii) Local Plan Review – members were advised that the deadline for council comment on the 

proposals is 15th April 2019. Historically a working party has been formed reporting to the Planning 

& Environmental Committee, but members contended this was now a function of the 

Neighbourhood Plan Committee. 

 

 Proposed – Cllr Fox Seconded – Cllr Hendry 

 

 ‘The Neighbourhood Plan Committee consider and prepare a report for Full Council’s 

approval’ 

 

 All in favour 

 

       iii)  Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) Pledge Campaign – members were advised this 

was intrinsically linked to the Local Plan Review and accordingly, should be discussed by the 

Neighbourhood Plan Committee.  

 

iv) Councillor emails – members were reminded, as previously agreed, these were due to go live on 

01st April 2019. 

 
        Due to the time elapsed and amount of business remaining members agreed to a change in the order of business. 

 

     Proposed – The Deputy Mayor Cllr Doyle  Seconded – Cllr Fox 

 

      ‘The order of business be changed to items 18, 20 and 21’ 

 

       All in favour 

 

 3795.  Human Resources Committee – verbal report 

 

       There was no such report. 
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Proposed – The Mayor, Cllr Sharman    Seconded – Cllr Turner 

 

‘To invoke Standing Order 3d, that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be 

transacted, namely staff and property matters, it is advisable in the public interest, that the 

public and/or the press be temporarily excluded, and they are instructed to withdraw.’ 

 

         All in favour 

 
 At this juncture the Deputy Clerk and Senior Administrator left the room. 

 

3796.  To receive confidential Human Resources Committee Report 

 

 An update and discussion were held within confidentiality.  
  

3797.  To receive confidential update and proposal from the Finance & General Purposes Committee 

regarding Council owned property 

 
  The Deputy Clerk and Senior Administrator re-joined the meeting. 

 

  An update and discussion were held within confidentiality. 

 

  The meeting came out of confidentiality. 

 

Proposed - Cllr Pickering                               Seconded – Cllr Pyatt 

 

‘That Town Council agrees a new lease with Morrisons as per conditions 1 – 7c: 

    

1. DMTC will proceed with the introduction of a new car parks and car parking strategy which will 

solve the long-term issue of “bed blocking”. 

2. DMTC undertakes to implement a “paid car parking management strategy” for all car parks but 

particularly for the Hollies car park adjacent to Morrisons store. Subject to the strategy making 

commercial sense for the council, all users and all local businesses and subject to the strategy 

being cost neutral for the council, the intention is to relieve Morrisons of their current obligations 

to pay for the business rates and the maintenance of the Hollies car park. 

3. In the event that the DMTC has not implemented the new strategy within 12 months, all Morrisons 

obligations to pay business rates and maintenance costs shall be suspended.  

4. DMTC undertakes during the next 12 months not to carry out any maintenance works to the car 

park unless absolutely necessary for health and safety reasons. 

5. There shall be a full rent review 12 months following the implementation of the strategy. This 

review will take account of the fact that Morrisons will no longer have any obligations to continue 

to meet business rates and maintenance costs. Future rent reviews will be on a CPI basis only. 

6. Morrisons to pay DMTC legal costs up to a maximum of £5,000 plus VAT. 

7. Hawkins Ryan to draft a new lease incorporating:  

a. Lease of turning circle 

b. Right of way over the Hollies car park to the turning circle and rights of way over the car 

park to the adjacent “staff” car park 

c. Right to use trolley spaces (with appropriate lift and shift provision) 

 

on the understanding Morrisons will make a significant investment in the Downham Market 

store’ 
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         All in favour 

 

 

Proposed – Cllr Pickering                              Seconded – Cllr Stacey 

 

‘The Town Council are not in a position to accept the suggestion from Morrison that shoppers be 

refunded any car parking charges’ 

 

All in favour 

 

 

Proposed – Cllr Lawson                                  Seconded – The Deputy Mayor Cllr Doyle 

 

‘The Town Council cannot commit at this stage to the outcome of the Car Park Management 

Strategy which remains to be determined’ 

 

All in favour 

 

3796.  To receive confidential Human Resources Committee Report (proposal) 

 

  Proposed – Cllr Pickering Seconded – Cllr Pyatt 

 

 ‘That following the offer of the post of Clerk to Mrs Nikki Westwood on a full-time 9-5 in-office 

basis and her subsequent refusal; and following legal advice, Full Council approves the external 

advertising of the post at an estimated cost of some £1,000.00’ 

 

  For 12    Abstention 2 

 
  At 8:50pm Cllr Stacey offered his apologies and left the meeting.  

 

3798.  To receive update from the Neighbourhood Plan Committee 

 

  The Vice Chairman Cllr Lawson contended this had been covered within the Clerk’s report.  

 

3799.  To receive report from the Network Improvement Strategy Working Party  

 

The Chair Cllr Hendry advised a high-level review of the scoping document by Norfolk County 

Council was underway. 

 

3800.  To receive report from the Website Implementation Sub Committee 

 

 Cllr Hendry advised the work of the sub committee was progressing.  

 

3801. To receive details of an invitation to visit the Materials Recovery Facility (MRF), Costessey, 

Norwich 

 

  With the agreement of members, this business was postponed until the next meeting.  

 

3802.  To discuss and agree Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) expenditure 

 

  With the agreement of members, this business was postponed until the next meeting. 
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3803.  To discuss and agree Fire Safety Refresher Training input 

 

  With the agreement of members, this business was postponed until the next meeting. 

 

3804.  To receive report on the Downham Market Festival 

 

Cllr Pickering advised event planning was continued to progress well.  

 

3805.   To receive report on the Joint Burial Board 

 

 Cllr Fox agreed a report (Appendix 2) should be circulated.  

 

3806.   To receive report on the Twinning Club 

 

 Cllr Hendry reported this year it was the turn of the town to host our Civray guests. Forthcoming 

fundraising events included a Barn Dance and coffee morning. 

 

3807.  To receive report on the Jubilee Community Centre 

 

 The Mayor Cllr Sharman advised that there was nothing further to currently report.  

 

3808.   Mayor’s Announcements 

 

  The Mayor Cllr Sharman advised members he was looking forward to representing the Council at the 

IX Squadron Leaving Ceremony at Royal Air Force Marham .   

 

 

The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 8:57pm  

      
 

 

Chairman                                      Date 

 


