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DOWNHAM MARKET TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD 

FRIDAY 26 JUNE 2020 AT 9.00AM 
 

This meeting due to Covid was held via Zoom  

 Present  
Cllr Hayes (Mayor), Bulley, Daymond, Doyle, Groom, Hendry, Horne, 
Lawson, Lightfoot, Molyneux-Hetherington, McKee, Pyatt, Pickering, 
Sharman, Westrop, Willow Woodmin, Woodmin  
 
Elaine Oliver Town Clerk  
2 Members of the Public  
 
Paul Sherrin Senior Partner Hawkins Ryan (Council’s legal advice) 
 

ACTION 

1 To receive Members’ Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from  
Cllr Hepworth – work commitments 
 

 

2 To receive Members’ Declarations of interest  

3 Adjourn the meeting for public participation  
The Mayor reported we had received written questions from 2 members of 
the public. One was present and his email was duly read out and 
acknowledged see attached  
Another set of questions had been sent in as follows: - 

1.  How is it possible that other Markets have already been operating 
for over 4 weeks, whilst ours is still awaiting a full opening? 

2. If it is a question of our insurance being unequal to the task, is it 
possible to end the contract with the current inadequate insurers 
and use the same ones employed by Swaffham, King’s Lynn and 
Wisbech? 

3. Are the Councillors aware that the longer the council waits on the 
side-lines business are failing? 

4. Are the Councillors aware that, unless they act quickly, the lack of a 
market will also force many of the smaller shops into administration.  
Those people who use public transport to access our market will 
make their shopping day in one of the bigger towns and take all their 
custom with them.  What plans does the council have for breaking 
the impasse and finding a way forward? 

 
It was agreed that these questions, under our standing orders, would be 
answered by a written response 
 
Resume the meeting 
 
The person who asked the question joined the meeting, but the sound 
quality was bad, and we were unable to decipher what she said.   
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It was stated that an in-depth written response would be sent to her in 
answer to her questions 

4 Confidential items 
To consider a resolution (under the public bodies admission to meetings 
act 1960) to exclude members of the public and press. 
Proposed by Cllr Hayes as items of commercial sensitivity and HR issues 
were due to be discussed.   Seconded Cllr Groom.  Agreed 

 

5 To discuss the market and agree actions 
Discussion followed about our market and the decision to close the market 
for two weeks.  It was confirmed that several sources had shown that a 
protest was going to be made at the market.  After taking advice from the 
Police and our legal team it was agreed to shut the market would ensure 
public safety.  
It was reported that there had been some abusive and aggressive behaviour 
from a market trader.  
Statements were read out from Councillors, Contractors and the Town Clerk 
evidencing unacceptable behaviour.   
It was also reported that there had been verbal comments against the 
council such as  
“we are the market” 
“Get rid of the lot of you” 
“You have a fight on your hands, and you won’t win” 
The behaviour of one market trader was discussed and advice sought from 
our Solicitor, Paul Sheerrin, from Hawkins Ryan 
He stated that the byelaws and licences were in the process of being 
rewritten and he hoped that we would have a reworked licence and rules 
and regulations that could then be consulted on.  
He felt that due to behaviour of a market trader and lack of social distancing 
and to upkeep the rule of law he had recommended to suspend the market 
for two weeks. 
The conversation and debate continued, and the council agreed that 
bullying of staff contractors and Cllrs was not acceptable, and it was  
Proposed by Cllr Woodmin    Seconded Cllr Lightfoot  Agreed 
That County Ventures licence is revoked with immediate effect.  
It was agreed that in future they could reapply  
There was further discussion about the need for a new set of rules, 
regulations, and licences 
 
On a proposal by Cllr Westrop   Seconded by Bulley.  Agreed  
It was agreed that a new licence, rules, and regulations be worked on with 
Paul Sherrin overseeing the process, once the new paperwork is ready the 
old licences be revoked and new licences etc be issued.  This will be done in 
consultation with the traders. 
It was agreed that the new set should come to full Council before being 
agreed.  
On a proposal by Cllr Woodmin seconded by Cllr Pickering it was agreed to 
turn comments off on Facebook.  
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Signed                                                                                                              Mayor  
 
Date                                                                                                                           
 
 

  

 


