
63 

 

Full Council meeting October 2020 – Draft until signed at November Meeting 

DOWNHAM MARKET TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 

Tuesday 13th October 2020 at 7.00pm  
This was held as a zoom meeting.  

 Present  
Cllrs:  Hayes (Chair), Doyle, Woodmin, Willow, Sharman, Pyatt, Brighty, 
Hepworth, Pickering, Daymond, Westrop, Lightfoot, Lawson 
 
Elaine Oliver Town Clerk 
Cllr. Ratcliffe - BCKLWN 
Cllr. Bullen     - BCKLWN   
Cllr. White     - NCC 
 
Members of the public present  
 
Cllr Hayes welcomed everybody to the meeting.    
 

ACTION 
 
 

Number Item Action 

1 To receive Members’ Apologies for Absence 
 
Cllrs Molyneux-Hetherington -work 
Cllr Groom – personal 
Cllr Bulley      personal  
Proposed:  Cllr Pyatt       Seconded: Cllr Sharman             All Agreed 
The apologies were accepted. 
Cllr Patel - BCKLWN 

 

2 To receive Members’ Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllr Hepworth declared a standing declaration, in relation to a bill for 
payment. 

 

3 Mayors Announcements 
  

• For Full Council agenda next month – funding is available from 
the Borough Council from the Town Fund.  All Cllr were asked to 
give some thought about potential areas of expense before the 
next meeting. 

• DMTC have won a Love West Norfolk Heroes award in 
recognition of the making and distributing of face masks.  A big 
thanks to all involved. 
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4 To approve The Minutes of the Full Council Meeting 22nd September 
2020 
 
RESOLVED The minutes of the full council meeting on 22nd September 
2020 were accepted as a true and accurate record. 
 
Proposed: Cllr. Sharman             Seconded Cllr. Pickering     Agreed with 
one abstention  
 

 

5  Matters Arising 
 

• Parking restrictions around Nelson Academy – thanks to the 
efforts of Cllr White timed parking restrictions are to be put in 
place for the junction of Nursery Road and Wimbotsham Rd. 
Everyone was delighted to hear this news and there were no 
objections to it. 

• Baby Loss Awareness week – following Cllr Daymond’s 
comments at the last meeting it was confirmed that there is a 
Parent Bereavement day on 3rd July 2021, and it will be marked 
by DMTC in an appropriate way. 

• Halloween event – the Chair confirmed that this will not go 
ahead this year. 

• Christmas Lights – Cllr Pyatt confirmed that the lights will be 
put in place towards the end of November.  The Council said a 
big thank you to the Christmas Lights Committee for 
undertaking to do this.  There remains however an issue with 
the electrical supply on the Town Hall car park.   

• Christmas tree – this will be delivered as usual. 

 

 Adjourn the meeting for public participation and written reports and 
written questions submitted by members of public: 
 
Cllr Hayes reminded the meeting that the Public has 3 mins to ask 
questions and that answers may be in writing following the meeting  
 
County Councillor report and questions  
Cllr White had not submitted a written report but updated as follows – 
Confirmed the Traffic Restriction Order for Wimbotsham Rd. 
Flooding in Bridge Road – this has been reported. 
Trees – have looked at several unstable trees and some will be felled. 
Footpaths – several instances of uneven pathways 
 
Cllr Pyatt asked that the road sign for Howdale Rd be replaced. Cllr 
Ratcliffe agreed to raise this. 
 
Borough Councillors report and questions 
Cllr Ratcliffe had submitted a written report which was previously 
circulated.  She highlighted the footpath between the Civray estate and 
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Bexwell Road – NORSE has been booked to do the work and Cllr White 
agreed to investigate when this would happen   
 
Cllr Bullen had submitted a written report which was circulated at the 
meeting.  He highlighted an offer of land from the BC for a fitness trail 
– he will pursue a more central location.  The Clerk asked if this land 
was not suitable for a fitness trail, could it be considered for allotment 
land.  
Work on a Community Speed Watch is continuing.  
Cllr Pyatt expressed interest in the Speed Watch 
Cllr Lightfoot asked for an update on COVID monitoring from NCC/BC.  
This will be supplied at the next meeting.  
 
Public participation – Questions were requested prior to the meeting  

1. A request to see the photographic and video evidence that lead 
to a market trader having their license revoked. 

2. A request to see the video evidence that lead to the same 
market trader having their license revoked. 

 

In accordance with Standing Order 3E and 3H, the Chair directed the 
Clerk to give a written response to these questions, once advice has 
been obtained from our solicitor. 
RESUME MEETING  

6 
 
 
 
 

To accept notes from Strategy Group meetings 
Market Strategy Group 
14th September 2020 
Proposed: Cllr Woodmin                Seconded: Cllr Lightfoot    Agreed 
with two abstentions.   
Cllr Daymond has stepped down from the Market Strategy Group  
 
Town Hall Strategy Group 
11th June 2020 
Proposed: Cllr Lightfoot    Seconded: Cllr Pickering           Agreed with 
two abstentions. 
 

 

7 7.1   Update on the market  
 
Cllr Woodmin advised the following: 

• Last week’s stalls – Friday 16 stalls booked, 2 no-shows: Sat 10 
stalls and lots of positive feedback.   

• This coming weekend there may be 4 new traders booked to 
attend. 

• New licenses have been sent out and we have had one sign up 
already. 

• Next job is marketing the weekly markets, which will happen 
over the next few weeks. 
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7.2   To discuss the barriers 
Cllr Woodmin confirmed that 30 moveable planters will be arriving 
soon to replace barriers. 
 
Cllr Daymond highlighted that there is an issue with an electrical socket 
on the TH car park.  The Clerk confirmed she had forwarded his report 
to the contractors, and that final payment would be withheld until all 
work was deemed satisfactory. 
 
County Council/Borough Council Barriers – the Clerk advised that 
DMTC is being asked if Cllrs would object to their removal. 
Consensus is that that these should now be removed.  
 

8 To discuss the petition received 
The Chair updated as follows: 

• The name of the organizer of the petition wasn’t shown on the 
petition, so at this moment we have not yet officially 
acknowledged receipt.   

• This has since become clear and acknowledgment can now 
happen. 

• DMTC does not have its own petition policy, so it was agreed 
we will base our response on the Borough Councils policy and 
protocol. 

• This will be added to the agenda for full discussion at the 
November Full Council meeting 

 

 

9 To further discuss the footpath from Bexwell to the Civray 
development  
 
This item had already been covered in Cllr Ratcliffe’s report 
 

 

10 To discuss a Covid memorial  
 
The Clerk relayed a request from a member of the public for a 
memorial to those who have lost their lives during the pandemic. 
It was agreed that ideas should be brought to the next meeting for 
further debate. 
 

 

11 To discuss patching and lining in car parks 
 
Paradise Rd car park – The Clerk reported there are some big potholes 
which need patching.  Three quotes received. 
The contractor who submitted the best quote has worked for us before 
and has done this work before to a good standard. 
The Clerk agreed to ask the contractor about recycling the material he 
removes. 
Proposed: Cllr  Pickering                  Seconded: Cllr Willow    All in favour 
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‘That the cheapest quote be accepted’ 
 
Morrison’s car park white Lining – the Clerk updated Cllrs on an 
estimate from a previous contractor.  There appears not to be any 
other contractors willing/able to do the work.   
Proposed:    Cllr Hendry                 Seconded:  Cllr Pickering   Agreed 
with one abstention.   
‘That the previous contractor be appointed to carry out the work 
subject to more accurate measurements and a maximum budget’ 
 
Cllr Lawson commented that this discussion should have been done 
under confidentiality, as it involved contractors’ bids. 
 

13 Update on corporate complaint to Monitoring Officer 
 
The Chair confirmed that this has been sent to the MO and we await 
notification in due course. 
 

 

14 To discuss and agree outsourcing the management of Social Media 
 
Deferred by the Chair to the November Full Council meeting to enable 
the proposer Cllr Molyneux-Hetherington to take part in the 
discussions. 
 

 

 Items for next agenda 

• Petition debate 

• COVID memorial 

• Social Media 

• Christmas event 

• Committees and Strategy Group membership and timing of 
meetings 

• Corporate complaint 

• Weekly diary for Cllrs 

• Strategy for the Market 

• Visibility at zoom meetings 

• Planning protocol 
 
Cllr Daymond urged members of the Planning Committee to respond 
to emails about planning applications so that deadlines can be met. 
 

 

14 Date of next meeting which will be via Zoom on 3rd November 2020 
 
Meeting closed at 8.08pm 

 

 


